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Impact Grant

Last fall, The Foundation’s board of directors
opened the doors to a unique grant opportunity
for local nonprofits, known as the 2023 Impact
Grant. This initiative aimed to significantly aid an
organization’s efforts by making $130,000 available
for projects valued $50,000 or more.

Given The Foundation’s involvement in the recent
efforts to address the pressing need for quality and
reliable childcare services in Greater Lafayette,
the board strategically prioritized projects from
organizations catering to this essential aspect of
our community.

Among the many worthy Impact Grant applicants,
the STEAM Academy and Star City Early
Learning Academy were chosen due to their
efforts to add childcare spaces in our community.
STEAM Academy’s project, focused on enhancing
childcare infrastructure, was chosen for an
$85,000 grant. The grant enabled the academy to
invest in state-of-the-art furniture and cabinetry,
facilitating the creation of four new classrooms.
This expansion, in turn, will add 36 new childcare
spots for infants and toddlers, addressing the
critical demand for early childhood education.
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“The interactive age-appropriate furniture will

help engage the children, add to their safety, and
offer the teachers a more supported and functional
environment,” says Lisa Glaser, Executive Director
of STEAM Academy.

Star City Early Learning Academy also received a
$45,590 grant to fuel their project. Their endeavor
involved the installation of plumbing and
technology upgrades in existing spaces, a crucial
step towards expanding childcare services for up
to 70 more children. The Foundation’s support
not only empowers the childcare center but also
strengthens the fabric of our community by
providing much-needed relief to families seeking
reliable and high-quality childcare options.

Natasha Davis, Star City Early Learning Academy
Senior Director, said, “The Impact Grant has
proven instrumental in providing quality childcare,
through directing resources to this key area, we
have successtully cultivated a safer and more
supportive environment for children.”

As we celebrate the Impact Grant’s success in
2023, we look forward to witnessing the enduring
positive impact it will have on Greater Lafayette.
The Foundation’s commitment to addressing
community needs in innovative ways continues
to elevate our region and foster a stronger, more

vibrant community for all.
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Standing Sure

Fourth-generation farmers in
Tippecanoe County, Connie and
Gary Standiford, have invested
their lives in our community from
the ground up. The first generation
came from Germany and started
alegacy of caring for the land that
passed to Gonnie’s father, Howard
Daughtery, then to Connie (their
only child) and her husband, Gary,
and now to their daughters and
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Connie and Gary Standiford

7' TA House Board at Purdue, The Community
Foundation Board, and her passion, the Thomas
Duncan Hall Board.

When asked to be a board member
of The Community Foundation in
2020 at age 80, Connie said, “It’s a
great organization, and I was proud
to be part of it. I'd have enjoyed it
even more if I were younger!” She
served four years, proving you can
be any age to make a difference!

“When you are fortunate to

have success, we felt we owed

the community in return,” said
Connie. While on The Community
Foundation Board, Connie served

their families.

Farmers are a special breed. They are geneticists,
mechanics, agronomists, meteorologists, animal
scientists, electricians, carpenters, plumbers—they
are whatever it needs to get the job done.

Connie grew up on the farm in Lafayette, and

Gary grew up in Southern Indiana, where his
family had a canning business. They exchanged
places when she went to Indiana University to study
elementary education, and he came to Purdue to
study Food Science. After they married, they moved
to Hoopeston, Illinois, where they worked in their
disciplines. After several years, the family farm called
them back to Tippecanoe County when Connie’s
parents needed them to take over and the farming
tradition continues today.

Besides raising their two daughters, Connie was very
involved in volunteer work—with her church and
as a member of the Tippecanoe Park Board, the

on the Grants Committee and learned of the many

needs facing Greater Lafayette. That prompted her

and her husband of 63 years to start a discretionary
endowment that allows board members to designate
funds to the most worthy needs of the community.

The second endowment, the Gary and Connie
Standiford Endowment for Thomas Duncan Hall,
is a designated fund to perpetuate the organization’s
good works. Connie’s mother was a previous board
member of the organization, which started the

first kindergarten class in Lafayette and hosted a
speech by JFK in 1959. Today, Duncan Hall hosts
cultural, educational, and celebratory events for the
community.

The endowment supports the organization’s mission
to enrich the community in the historic 1931
building on Ferry Street. “It’s our honor, duty, and
privilege to help keep it going,” said Connie.
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IN MEMORY Li.nda Cohen
Mike and Carolyn Gery
Jeffrey Anderson Gary and Michele Lehman
Lynn Anderson Mary Lou Curtis
Jane Early Boswell Steven and Teresa Farrer
Stuart and Mary Bollock Samuel C. Curtis
JCHBOSW.CH Dave Raymer
Blirergefcr;els\t/;lrlison Miriam Epple-Heath
Bill and Janet Biddle
Jim and Mary Jan Cortner
Beth Buescher Mike and Carolyn Gery
Peter Cullen and Martha Kline
Sarah Buescher James and Inge Maresh

Vicki Simmons and
Susan McCarthy

Mariellen Neudeck Fred Kuipers

Clemens and Denice Schroll Andrea Kuipers

Dana and Maggie Smith Lynn Layden

Connie Grace Max Layden

Vic and Grayce Lechtenberg Mick and Shirley

Larry and Marianne Rose McTague

Linda Sorensen Bill and Mary Kay

Tom and Mary Jo Sparrow McDaniel

Robert Hagen Andy and Marty Pavlovich

Joe Tiller Chapter of the Tim and Molly Reilly
Northwest Indiana Football Tom Pitcher
Foundation Ryan and Stephanie Long

Kitty Kelly Betty Rowe

Mike and Carolyn Gery John Rowe




Gold Key Society Event

On January 17, The Foundation hosted
a group of local professional advisors

2024 GOLD KEY SOCIETY MEMBERS

Richard L.
for the second annual Gold Key Society Bartholomew
for Professional Advisors luncheon. The Sherri Beabout
event gave members an opportunity Stuart Boehning

to network and learn about how The

Morgan Bonifazi

Foundation can aid them in providing Jeff B. Brown
charitable giving options to their clients. Scott Busch
Michael Cahill
Andy Gutwein, an attorney, former Bill Cardwell
Foundation Board Chairman, and scendle Ckygzer

long-time Gold Key Society member
spoke. “We all know giving to a charity

Gabriel N. Eberhardt
Tracey E Eberhardt

doesn’t have to be complicated. But, Jennifer Fehrenbach

if’ our client wants to create a legacy, Taylor

support our community, or just provide William P: Gettings

a stream of income to their favorite Kisti Good Risse

charity, then The Community Foundation andy Guinyein
Tressa Heath

can help them accomplish their goal,”
said Gutwein.

Abigayle M. Hensley

Adam Henson
Diane Imel

Tyler Isgrigg
Brittany E. Jones
Patrick Jones

Jim Keene

Robert S. Laszynski
Young Lee

Mark Lillianfeld
David W. Luhman
James T. MacDonald
Bri Madren

Brian Martin

John K. McBride
David McGaughey
Ryan J. McLaughlin
Jeftery A. Milligan
Karissa Mooney
Kimberly Morisette

Chase Newsom
James E Olds
Thomas B. Parent
Jessica Rebmann
Thomas W. Reed
Heath Riley
Jennifer Russell
Luke Rutan
Matthew Salsbery
Christopher D. Shelmon
Greg Smith

Alek Stevens
Dailey Tingley

TJ Thieme

Patti Truitt

Gloria Weesner
Matthew J. Wright

For information about joining the Gold Key Society for Professional Advisors,
please contact Candy Silver at candy@inspiringgreater.org.

Wesley Shook Matt Zika

Mike and Carolyn Gery Chip Zika

Larry and Marianne Rose Lafayette Hearing Center

Kendall and Beatrice Smith Betty Albregts

Katie Traynor RN Karen Barnard

Douglas and Iris Dowden Dick Butram

Pam Hillerby Glen Clingenpeel

Michael and Jodi Miller Mary Lou Curtis

Terry Printz Marilyn DeLong

Jerry Marra and Betty Elkins

Barb Schuster Miriam Epple-Heath

Brian Traynor Kenny Greenburg

Gary and Cindy Traynor Jackie Gushwa

John and Jenni Vravick Alan Hildebrandt
Edie Hildebrandt

Josephine Mangus
Dorothy McKowen
Harold Miller
Linda Newberry
William Pak

Ray Peeters

Carol Shertzer
Wesley Shook
Becky Strange
Betty Suddarth
Lola Vincent
Mary Ann Weiss
Wayne Wentzel
Sue Wesner

IN HONOR

Linda Bowman and
Glenn Tompkins
Marc and Beth Ditto

Ron and Jan Ditto
Meredith Haines

Sue Holder Price

Larry and Marianne Rose
Greg and Barb Kapp
Christopher Kapp

John and Prella McBride
J- Scott McBride

Tom and Mary Jo Sparrow
Frederick Sparrow



Upcoming
Events

SCHOLARSHIP RECEPTION
April 18 | 7 pm
Lafayette Country Club

100+ MEN WHO GIVE
May 7 | 5 - 6:30 pm
Lafayette Country Club

100+ WOMEN WHO CARE
May 14 | 5 - 6:30 pm
Lafayette Country Club

FIELD OF INTEREST
GRANT DEADLINE

May 24 | 12 pm
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New Endowments

Allie’s Gift I Endowment

Chuck and Lucia Anderson
Family Endowment

Kathy and Tom Busch
Endowment

Susan Carr Endowment

Jim and Sheila Cochran
Endowment

Jim and Sheila Cochran
Endowment for
Imagination Library

John and Kathy Gambs
Endowment for
Imagination Library

Gettings Family Endowment
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Terry and Maryann

Lucterhand Family
Endowment

Schultz Family Endowment

Bernie and Joe Seaman

Endowment

Ruthie Shook Endowment

Gregory C. Smith

Endowment

Bob and Patti Truitt

Endowment

Kathy and Randy Vernon

Endowment

Tom Walsh Endowment
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